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By ARTHUR THOMSON. 


IRST, as to who Bechamp. was, 
Pierre Jacques Antoine Becham 


Bassing, in Lorraine, and died 
in Paris in his 92nd year. We are told 
that in the year in which he died 
eight pages of the “Moniteur Scientifi- 
que” were required to set forth a list 
of his scientific works.” Among other 
things he was an M.D., D.8c., Professor 
of Medical Chemistry and Pharmacy 
at the Faculty of Medicine at Mont- 
pellier, Professor of Biological Chemis- 
try and Dean of the Faculty of Medi- 
cine of Lille, Chevalier of Leg 
of Honour. 


In the words of Bechamp, “The ceil 
is a collection of little beings, which 
have an independent life, a special 
natural history.” The little beings 
have been given various names, such 
as “microzymas,” 

“microsomes” ane 
the term 


granules” by others. 
vestigator in France 

“microzyma,” and confirmed some oi 
Bechamp’s claims. 


Early Discoveries. 


I AM indebted to a remarkable book 

by E. Douglas Hume, called “Bech- 
amp or Pasteur—a lost chapter in the 
logy.” for some matter 
appearing in this article, and from it 


|| I take the following, summarising early 


discoveries of Bechamp:—‘“First, he 
demonstrated that the atmosphere is 
filled with minute living organisma, 
capable of causing fermentation i 
any suitable medium which they 
chance to light upon. and that the 
chemical change in the medium is 
effected by a ferment engendered by 


|| them, which ferment may well be com- 


_|ach. Secondly, he found 
fterwards 


pared to the tric juice of the stom- 
3 in ordi- 


tions, which he , to 
have independent individuality and 
life, and claimed t are the 


ers of 


ér 
animal habitat. and that 
bodies’ in the limestone`and chalk are 
the survivors of the living forms of 
Dast ages. y, he claimed that, 
at this present time, microzymas con- 
stantly develop into the low type of 
living organisms that go by the name 
of bacteria.” 


th *si of last century 
In the mid ‘sixties 


hearted 
Bechamp wrote that, “d 
r 1876. all 


i 


Estor's.” 
Bacterial Evolution. 
QONE of the most important claims of 


t orthod 
5 ." In his book Mr. Hume 
givts on account of & homier ef ob 


servations made by Bechamp and his 


p | associates from which I the fol- 
was born on October 16, ae ey lowing oo 


wing :— 

“A cyst, which required to be excised 
from a liver, provided a wonderful de- 
monstration of the doctrine of bacterial 


evolution, for there were found in it]: 


micron mak in all stages of develop- 
Ment, isolated, associated, elongated; in 
are trie pectoris. I 
o amp’s medical pupils, had his 
interest greatly aroused. and demon- 
Strated that the contents of a blister 
include microzymas, and that these 


ion | evolve into bacteria, 


“With extraordinary patience and in- 
dustry, Professor Bechamp and his col- 
leagues continued their medical re- 
searches, finding the microzymas in all 
healthy tissues, and microzymas, and 
many forms of bacteria in various 
phases of development in diseased tis- 
sues. Punctuating his clinical study 
by laboratory tests, the professor in- 
stituted many experiments, which space 
forbids our enumerating, to prove that 
the bacterial appearances were not due 
to external invasions. 


“One day an accident prov 


patent was Drought to the 
versity of 

ects 
of an excessively violent blow upon the 
elbow. There was a compound com- 
minutive fracture of the articular joints 
of the forepart of the arm; the elbow 


was largely open. Amputation was im- 
perative, was performed between 


seven and eight hours after the acci- 
dent. ly the amputated arm 
was carried to Dr. Estor's laboratory, 


A a , black 
surface. Complete agate à set 
in before the operation. All p- 
gangrene ners nder 
0! 


nt. 


tion. The es brought about by 
the Injury. had too rapidly 
to Es em time to develop. 
evidence inst bacteria as the n 
of ification was so con 


his followers were to be instrumental in 
promulgating w 


Confirmed Claims. 


may be put forth that modern re- 
search has not confirmed all of 
Bechamp’s claims, such a one, for in- 


T 


stance, as "we have seen micr of 
animal ce te by two, or 
in r numbers, and extend them- 


to bacteria.” Mr. Hume writes: 
“But it must be remembered that other 
declarations of Bechamp’s, strenuously 
combated, have since met with con- 


tion. Take, for instance, his claim 
Pei a eer 
-5 n 5 ; 

&c. This was ied by Pasteur. None 


passing of years, a 
worker at the very institute that bears 
the latter's name has confirmed 
Bechamp's statement. . . And more than 
this the statement that he saw micro- 


of every creature, is no more de- 
livered over to chance t! course 
of the stars. me 


“Life would be delivered over to 
chance if it depended upon primitive 
microbic germs created for destructive 
purposes, 


Dr. Lionville, one |' 


